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Whistleblower Protection
Coordinator
The Whistleblower Protection Enhancement Act of 2012 was signed into law on
November 27, 2012. The Act strengthens protection for Federal employees who
blow the whistle on waste, fraud, and abuse in Government operations.

Whistleblower disclosures can save lives as well as billions of taxpayer dollars.
They play a critical role in keeping our Government honest, efficient, and
accountable. Recognizing that whistleblowers root out waste, fraud, and abuse,
and protect public health and safety, federal laws strongly encourage employees
to disclose wrongdoing. Federal laws also protect whistleblowers from retaliation.

The Whistleblower Protection Enhancement Act of 2012 directs Inspectors
General to designate a Whistleblower Protection Ombudsman. The
Ombudsman’s role is to educate agency employees about prohibitions on
retaliation for protected disclosures, and educate agency employees who have
made or are contemplating making a protected disclosure about the rights and
remedies against retaliation for protected disclosures. The Ombudsman is
prohibited from acting as an employee’s or former employee’s legal
representative, agent, or advocate.

OIG has designated a Whistleblower Protection Ombudsman. In 2017, the
Whistleblower Protection Ombudsman title was changed to the Whistleblower
Protection Coordinator. USDA employees may contact the USDA Whistleblower
Protection Coordinator at OIGWPC@oig.usda.gov. The Senate Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs created a report summarizing the
changes made to the Whistleblower Protection Enhancement Act by the
Whistleblower Protection Coordination Act. It can be read in its entirety
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here: https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/115th-congress/senate-
report/196/1?overview=closed.

Individuals who believe they have been improperly retaliated against may contact
the following resources:

1. The United States Department of Agriculture, O�ice of Inspector General
Hotline in any methods in the sidebar or from the Hotline page.

2. The Whistleblower Protection Coordinator.

3. The Merit Systems Protection Board (MSPB). Certain employees may be able to
appeal directly to MSPB. More information on whistleblower MSPB appeals is
available at www.mspb.gov/appeals/whistleblower.htm

Resources

Whistleblower Educational Resources

Federal Whistleblower Protection Frequently Asked Questions

MSPB - Blowing The Whistle: Barriers to Federal Employees Making
Disclosures (PDF, 1.5 MB) (.pdf)

Whistleblower Ombudsman Training Video (51 minute video)

Otherwise Appealable Actions/Individual Right of Action and Associated
Timeframes (DOCX, 17.4 KB) (.docx)

Section 1097 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2018 (PDF, 1.6 MB) (.pdf)

Whistleblowing Works: How Inspectors General Respond to and Protect
Whistleblowers (DOCX, 9.4 MB) (.docx)

https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/115th-congress/senate-report/196/1?overview=closed
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/hotline
http://www.mspb.gov/appeals/whistleblower.htm
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/sites/default/files/document/2022-02/fv3%20whistleblower%20FAQs.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Blowing_The_Whistle.pdf
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/now-leaving?external_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DZw-oi4DnT34%26feature%3Dyoutu.be&back_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusdaoig.oversight.gov%2Fresources%2Fwhistleblower-protection-coordinator
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/time_limits.docx
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ndaa.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/CIGIE_Whistleblowers.docx
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OSC Training Resources and Posters

Other Whistleblower Resources
(including how to make a classi�ed
complaint)

Hotline

Hotline Information

Contractor Fraud

Whistleblower Protection Coordinator

Hotline Online

Please read the Confidentiality Information statement before proceeding with your
complaint.

Submit a complaint

Hotline by Phone

(800) 424-9121 
(202) 690-1202 (TDD)

https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/resources/hotline-information
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/resources/contractor-fraud
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/resources/whistleblower-protection-coordinator
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/hotline
tel:+18004249121
tel:+12026901202
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By Fax

(202) 690-2474

Hotline by Mail
United States Department of Agriculture 
Office of Inspector General 
PO Box 23399 Washington, DC 20026-3399

https://live-usda.oversight.gov/sites/default/files/audio/2022-01/wp_podcast.mp3
https://osc.gov/
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Reports

All Reports

Audit

Inspection & Evaluation

Investigation

Other

Pandemic

Semiannual Reports to Congress (SARC)

Top Management Challenges

News

All News

Bulletins

Press Releases

Testimonies

Hotline

Hotline Information

Contractor Fraud

Whistleblower Protection Coordinator

About Us

About the O�ice of Inspector General

Inspector General Biography

Contact Us

Careers

https://www.mspb.gov/
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/reports/all
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/reports/list/audit
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/reports/list/inspection-evaluation
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/reports/list/investigation
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/reports/list/other
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/reports/list/pandemic
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/reports/list/semiannual-report
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/reports/list/top-management-challenges
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/news/list
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/news/list/bulletins
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/news/list/press-releases
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/news/list/testimonies
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/resources/hotline-information
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/resources/contractor-fraud
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/resources/whistleblower-protection-coordinator
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/about/ig
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/about/inspector-general-biography
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/about/contact-us
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/about/careers
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/now-leaving?external_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fusdaoig&back_url=https%3A%2F%2Fusdaoig.oversight.gov%2Fresources%2Fwhistleblower-protection-coordinator
https://www.twitter.com/OIGUSDA


6/5/22, 4:12 PM Whistleblower Protection Coordinator | U.S. Department of Agriculture OIG

https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/resources/whistleblower-protection-coordinator 6/6

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
O�ice of Inspector General

1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20250

(202) 720-8001 public-a�airs@oig.usda.gov

Accessibility | FOIA | Information Quality Guidelines | No FEAR Act | Privacy Policy | Sitemap

***Except as otherwise noted in specific documents posted on the website, all photographs used on the website are
from USDA’s Flickr site and are in the public domain. They do not depict any particular audit, inspection, investigation

or data analytics project.***

tel:(202) 720-8001
mailto:public-affairs@oig.usda.gov
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/accessibility-statement
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/foia-information
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